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L Nose PERS Not just about the green 

Demand grows
 
for hardscapes
 

By ROBERT COLE 
The Kansas City Star 

At several of the area's largest 
landscaping companies, the an­
nual rites of spring have in­
cluded offering basic lawn, tree 
and irrigation services for 20 
years or more. 

But these professionals say 
that the traditional defInition of 
landscaping is changing from 
what it was less than two dec­
ades ago. 

Instead of focusing on green 
goods like lawns, trees and flow­
ers, more clients are requesting 
exterior design-build projects 
that include everything outside 
the home's four walls, said Jason 
Cupp, president and CEO of 
Highland Outdoor in Olathe. 

Rather than hiring l:ontrac­
tors, homeowner now want 
landscaping professionals who 
can design and create an entire 
project, which can mean aback­
yard pool, a gazebo or spacious 
patio areas built with custom 
pavers. 

The requests for hardscape 
services have increased compe­
tition within the industry, Cupp 
said. 

"Our clients want things fas­
ter and more nimble now than 
ever before," Cupp said. "It's 
hard because this is an industry 
that can't make a lot of short­
cuts." 

The expense ofcreating acus­
tom-designed outdoor living 
area can run to $100,000 or 
more, but there can be a signifI­
cant return on the investment. 

"The single most important 
factor in marketing aproperty is 
curb appeal and landscaping is 
90 percent of that," said Robert 
Schock, director of property 
management for the Yarco Co. 
Inc. in Kansas City. 

Yarco's landscaping needs 
range from its niche of afforda­
ble housing in urban areas to 
upscale senior properties like 
Truman Farm Villas in Grand­
view. 

Though it's important to keep 
costs low in the current econo­
my, it's difficult to cut back on 
landscaping budgets because of 
the value it brings to marketing 

aproperty, Schock said. 
Some local professionals re­

cently have noticed a change in 
the landscaping process. 

Instead of simply planting a 
few shrubs and annuals every 
year, clients want to go ahead 
with their patios and outdoor 
spaces and put the green in sec­
ond, said Gary Weidenbach, 
president and CEO of Rosehill 
Gardens Inc. in south Kansas 
City. 

"People are very involved in 
their landscaping now," Wei­
denbach said. "It's part of their 
personality." 

The demand for more com­
plex services is creating an in­
creased need for employees 
with degrees and certifIcations 
in avariety ofspecialties. 

More than 20 ofRosehill's em­
ployees have landscape-related 
degrees or have earned lawn 
and landscape certifications. 
About 50 other employees have 
earned professional designa­
tions as lawn technicians and 
chemical applicators. 

Cupp was one of the fIrst area 
landscapers to receive designa­
tion as a certified landscape 
professional from the Profes­
sional Landcare Network, a 
trade association that represents 
more than 4,200 landscaping 
companies in North America. 

Cupp recently was named 
president of the association, 
which also is the national certi­
fying organization for certified 
landscape technicians and sev­
eral other industry designations. 

The industry will continue to 
grow if landscaping companies 
recognize that each customer 
has their own ideas and needs 
for their particular project, 
Cupp said. 

But landscapers will need to 
hire more specialized help as 
their business grows. 

"We encourage our members 
to pursue different levels of edu­
cation," Cupp said, "but we also 
advise them to hire people that 
can help them be good at some­
thing else." 
To reach Robert Cole, call 
816-234-4296 or send e-mail to 
rcote@kcstar.com. 
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Name 
Address Local other services 
Phone 
Internet 

employees 
Certifications 

Landscape 
services 

Lawn care 
services 

or specialties 
(partial) 

Owner or 
general manager 

1. Rosehlll Gardens Inc. 
311 E. 135th St. 
Kansas City, MO 64145 
816-941-4777 
www.rosehillgardens.com 

200+ 
75' 

Design, 
installation, 
lighting 

Applications, 
mowing, 
renovations 

Garden store, 
landscape 
center, soils, 
mulch, 
hardscape, 
pools, patios 

Gary Weidenbach, 
president and 
CEO; 
Curtis Stroud, 
vice president and 
CFO 

2. Hermes Landscaping Inc. 
12421 santa Fe Trail Drive 
lenexa, KS 6621 5 
913-888-2400 
www.hermeslandscaping.com 

150 
ClT (13) 
CCA (11) 

Design, 
installation, 
lighting 

Applications, 
mowing, 
renovations 

Tree and shrub 
care, seasonal 
color, 
management 

Dalton Hermes, 
CEO 

3. Signature Landscape 
15705 Pflumm Road 
Olathe, KS 66062 
913-829-8181 
www.signaturekc.com 

135 
ClP (3) 
ClT (3) 
CCA (2) 

Design, 
installation, 
lighting 

Applications, 
mowing, 
renovations 

Commercial 
grounds 
maintenance 
and 
enhancement 

Bill Gordon, 
president 

4. TruGreen Lawncare 
1740 N. Reynolds Ave. 
Kansas City, MO 64120 
816'231-7080 
www.trugreen.com 

80 
ClT (32) 
CCA (16) 

Design and 
installation 

Applications 
and renovations 

Tree and shrub 
care, pruning, 
vegetation 
control, bed 
weed control, 
mulching 

David Alexander, 
branch manager 

5. TruGreen Lawn service 
8240 Cole Parkway 
Shawnee, KS 66227 
913-441-5122 
www.trugreen.com 

80 
ClT (38) 
CCA(7) 

None Applications and 
renovations 

Tree and shrub 
care, lawn pest 
control, tree iron 
injections, 
organic 

Kelly Carlson, 
branch manager 

program 

6. Landworks Inc. 
9317 Woodend Road 
Edwardsville, KS 66111 
913-422-9300 
www.landworks-inc.com 

50 
ClP (1) 
CCA (2) 

Design, 
installation, 
lighting 

Applications, 
mowing, 
renovations 

Retaining walls, 
water gardens, 
hydroseeding, 
sod and seed, 
aeration 

Courtney Welch, 
president and 
owner 

7. lightning Landscape & 
Irrigation 
8315 Monticello 
Shawnee, KS 66227 
913-441-3900 

32 
CCA (3) 

Design, 
installation, 
lighting 

Applications, 
mowing, 
renovations 

Certified 
backflow 
technicians, tree 
and shrub care, 
turf 

Chris Edin, 
owner/president 

www.lightning-Iandscape.com management, 
drainage 

8. Curtly's Lawn &Garden 
P.O. Box 301 
Olathe, KS 66051 
913-764-6159 

25+ 
N/A 

Design, 
installation, 
lighting 

None Irrigation 
installation and 
maintenance 

W. Curby Hughes, 
manager 

www.curbyslawn.com 

9. Highland Outdoor 
14804 W.117th St. 
Olathe, KS 66062 
913-782-3700 
www.highland-outdoor.com 

25 
CLP (1) 
CCA (2) 

Design, 
installation, 
lighting 

Applications, 
mowing, 
renovations 

Patios, retaining 
walls and 
outdoor 
kitchens, staff 
arborist, estate 

Jason Cupp, 
president and CEO 

care 

10. Green Lawn Inc. 
19001 W. 157th Terrace 
Olathe, KS 66062 
913-393-2238 
www.greenlawninc.com 

23 
CCA (2) 

Design, 
installation, 
lighting 

Applications, 
mowing, 
renovations 

Irrigation 
installation and 
maintenance 

Craig Hawkins, 
president; 
Brian Sherman, 
general manager 

11. Embassy Landscape Group Inc. 
6105 NW. River Park Drive 
Riverside, MO 64150 
816-436-4194 
www.embassylandscape.com 

20+ 
ClP(4) 
ClT (3) 
CCA(4) 

Design, 
installation, 
lighting 

Applications, 
mowing, 
renovations 

Irrigation 
installation and 
maintenance 

Joseph Smith, 
president 

12. Pinnacle Lawn Care Inc. 
15315 Kenneth Road 
Stanley, KS 66224 
913-851-0423 

20+ 
CCA (2) 

Design, 
installation, 
lighting 

Applications, 
mowing, 
renovations 

Hardscape, tree 
pruning, lawn 
and landscape 
maintenance 

Benjamin Wiese, 
president 

www.pinnaclelawncare.com 

13. Wardrip Landscaping Inc. 
6600 N.W. Cookingham Drive 
Kansas City, MO 64164 
816-270-2070 

20 
N/A 

Design, 
installation, 
lighting 

None Irrigation 
installation and 
maintenance 

Rowena Wardrip, 
president 

www.wardriplandscaping.com 

14. Weed Man 
P.O. Box 1473 
lee's Summit, MO 64086 
816-525-7600 

20 
MllP(1) 
CCA (5) 

None Applications and 
renovations 

Tree and shrub 
care, bed 
maintenance, 
athletic fields 

Jon Cundiff, 
president 

www.weedmanusa.com 


