
LIFESTYLE HOME LIVING 

Hardscaped Luxury Makes Life Easier,
 
More Elegant 
by Roger Moore 

Kansas Citians are saying goodbye to 

grass. With busy schedules and a lack of 

time to devote to yard work, a growing 

number of Kansas City's high-end home­

owners are turning to low-maintenance 

"hardscaped" landscapes. 

Outdoor dining, tranquility pools, and pavestone walkways 
are just a few of the infinite number of hardscaped creations 
that can be designed to fit abusy schedule and first-class lifestyle. 

Brett Berry, CEO of Lee's Summit-based Landscape Ren­
derings Inc., says, "In the last several years, with corporate 
professionals, there's been ashift away from massive shrub plant­
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kitchens and pergolas, with landscaping as an accent rather than 
the focus:' With these additions requiring virtually no mainte­
nance it's understandable why successful business men and 
women are choosing to come home to amore care-free landscape. 

Low-maintenance lawns come with a number of benefits. 
"First, the homeowners get to use the improvements, and my 
clients thoroughly use their patios and kitchens," Barry says. 
"The outdoor kitchens also get used year-round. Second, we 
create a beautiful addition that's visible from the home. Third, 

the hardscaping features add to the resell ability of the home:' 
Adding value to the home proves to be a prime motivating 

factor for undertaking amajor landscape rehab. Abeautiful patio 
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IngramsOnLine.com 

can bring a 75 percent return on investment for homeowners, 
more than any other landscape feature. 

Courtney Welch is the president of Edwardsville, Kan.-based 
Landworks, Inc. "Beautiful landscaping around a residence 
does not go unnoticed;' Welch says. "Mainly, our clients make 
improvements to their landscaping for the sheer enjoyment 
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Hardscape features allow homeowners to express originality 

with their lawn. Rather than having abackyard that mirrors the 
one across the fence, rock and concrete fixtures, coupled with 
water elements, can provide a truly unique sanctuary and 

offer a unique setting for hosting private parties. 
Outdoor entertainment is on the rise. Along with the visually 

appealing retaining walls, paver patios, and stone walkways, 
Landworks has also noticed an increased demand for private, 

backyard putting greens. 
Instead of driving to the local club to practice the short 

game, homeowners can stay home, and can slip in a few putts 

in-between flipping burgers on the grill. 
Another trend has contributed to the growth of laW11~less 

luxury-the housing market slump. Chris Wardrip of Wardrip 
Landscaping Inc. in Kansas City, North, shared his views on 
why high-end homeowners are beefing up their own estates. 
"With the slowdown in the economy, what seems to be happen­

ing more and more is that people are turning their homes to 
an oasis of retreat instead of looking to purchase a new home:' 

Extravagant landscaping and hardscaping can add to the 
curb appeal for the homeowner planning to test the housing 
market. As Wardrip puts it, "Landscaping done professionally 
and done right can really separate one house from the other 
when it comes to purchasing a new home:' However, a beauti­
fully landscaped yard also provides for avery aesthetic alterna­

tive to shopping for a new home. 0 
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